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The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Condemns the Arrest of Jennifer Bier

By Agents of a Military Court
“This is an outrage,” says Cynthia Stone, CCASA media coordinator.  “It is wrong on so many levels that Jennifer Bier, a civilian counselor, has been arrested by the military for protecting the privacy of her client which is safeguarded by civilian law.

“Wrong because we know that is imperative that the counselor – client relationship be based on privacy and trust so that victims of this traumatic crime will seek the help they need to recover emotionally; wrong because we know that sexual assault victims most fear losing their privacy and that it is one of biggest barriers to reporting this crime; and wrong because civilian laws protect the privacy of victims of sexual assault and Ms. Bier was doing what is right according to her profession and civilian law.    

“Jennifer Bier embodies the highest standards of professional ethics and advocacy for victims.  She has stood her ground for former Air Force Academy Cadet Jessica Brakey, her profession, and all victims of sexual assault.  And she has done so at great personal sacrifice.  Her strength and courage of conviction throughout this ordeal is widely admired.  

“We know that this is probably the least of her concerns right now, but we are deeply saddened that because of her arrest, she may not be able to accept in person the award that CCASA is giving her and see the respect and support that she has from her peers.” 

Ms. Bier is the recipient of CCASA’s 2005 Victim Service Award.  The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault will host its eighth Annual Awards Ceremony on the afternoon of Friday, June 24th at the American Mountaineering Center in Golden.  Awards will be presented to those individuals and organizations that have made significant progress in the fight against sexual assault in Colorado.   

-- more --

The 2005 award recipients are:  

Victim Service Award – Jennifer Bier, Director, Cheyenne Counseling, for her refusal to violate her client’s privacy by not releasing protected information to a military court; 

Prevention and Education Award – Steamboat Springs High School Peer Education Group and Soroco High School Peer Education Group in recognition of their multi-media programs which have educated Routt County students on the issues of sexual violence, harassment, bullying and dating violence for eight years; 

Social Action Award – The Daydreamz Project for its multi-faceted event that brought awareness of the issue of sexual assault and promoted healing through artwork, poetry, songs and stories; and 

Criminal Justice Award – Denver Police Chief Gerald R. Whitman and Denver District Attorney Mitch Morrissey for their teamwork in the capture and charging of confessed serial rapist Brent Brents and their responsiveness to the community and Brents’ victims.   

The awards ceremony is free and open to the public.  

Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault 8th Annual Awards Reception

Friday, June 24

3:30 p.m.

American Mountaineering Center

710 - 10th Street, Golden 

To RSVP, contact Corey Sampson at corey@ccasa.org or 303-861-7033

-- end --

