For Immediate Release


Media Contact:
Cynthia Stone

February 21, 2005






CCASA Media Coordinator










303-861-7033 or 303-903-9177

Sex Offender Registry Just One Tool for Parents

In Protecting Children Against Sexual Assault

Sexual assault prevention advocates reminded parents that, while Colorado’s Sex Offender Registry is an important public safety tool, it is only one tool to help protect children against sexual assault.  Most sexual assaults are not reported to law enforcement so the perpetrators would not be caught or convicted and would not be on the list. 

Cynthia Stone, Media Coordinator of the Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault, said, “It’s important for parents to understand that the registry doesn’t include all sexual offenders.  And, a huge danger to children is the ‘undetected’ offender, frequently a person that the family knows.  Such offenders haven’t been caught, convicted and registered.”

Stone said studies show that in upwards of 90 percent of sexual assaults against children, the offenders knew their victims and that an estimated 84 percent of sexual assaults are never reported to law enforcement.  She noted that even the registry’s web site cautions citizens not to rely solely on the registry as a safeguard against perpetrators of sexual assault in their communities

Currently, CBI’s web site only lists those offenders that fall under three categories: sexually violent predators, those convicted of multiple sexual offenses, and those that failed to register their current addresses.   There are almost 1000 sex offenders listed on CBI’s web site but there are more than 8200 registered sex offenders in Colorado.   At this point, information regarding those offenders not listed on CBI’s web site can be accessed through local law enforcement agencies on a ‘need to know’ basis.  There is proposed legislation that would eliminate the ‘need to know’ provision.  “While the Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault supports HB05 1035, we would still caution parents about an over-reliance on the list.”

 "Parents should be aware of the warning signs of sexual abuse and the common tactics of sex offenders. They also need to be teaching their children some basic protective skills.  Another important thing parents can do is request that schools provide sexual assault prevention programs," she said.   CCASA offered tips for parents and urged them to further educate themselves.  

"If any abuse is suspected," Stone said, "it is important that individuals seek help. Call your local rape crisis center, law enforcement or someone you trust.  Sex offenders prey on their victims' silence and telling someone can help end the abuse."   

In 2003, The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment compiled the following information for parents: 

HOW PARENTS CAN TALK TO THEIR CHILDREN ABOUT PROTECTING THEMSELVES AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT: 

· Identify private parts of the body to children and tell them it is not acceptable for another person to touch their private parts inappropriately.

· Encourage the child to tell if someone touches them inappropriately or makes them feel uncomfortable, scared or threatened in any way. Tell the child to keep on telling until someone does something about it. Emphasize the importance of telling an adult. Reasons to tell are to get help for the child and to protect other children so that the abuser doesn’t hurt anyone else.

· Tell children not to keep secrets about touching or secrets that make them feel bad—no matter what the other person says.

· Tell children not to go with anyone or to get into a vehicle with someone they don’t know, even if the stranger is nice; has something the child wants; or if the stranger says he or she needs help. Let the child know that strangers should not be asking children for help. 

· Teach children easy-to-remember phrases, such as “If you don’t know, don’t go.”

· While in a public place, if a stranger tries to entice a child to go with him or her, teach the child to scream, to run away and to run back to the adult they are with and tell the adult what happened. 

· If the child is alone and approached, he or she should run to his or her home, a neighbor’s house, or a nearby store or gas station where there are other people around to tell what happened. 

KNOWING PERPETRATOR TACTICS AND HOW A CHILD MAY REACT CAN HELP YOU DETECT SEXUAL ABUSE:

· Be aware of family members, friends and neighbors who spend an inordinate amount of time with your child.

· Be aware if your child talks a lot about a particular adult or older child or adolescent.

· Offenders often follow up abusive incidents with treats or gifts for the child. This is very confusing for the child, and may make her/him feel guilty for accepting the gifts and/or for feeling bad about the abuse.

· Offenders may threaten to hurt the child or a family member of the child if they tell anyone about the abuse. This is common regardless of whether the perpetrator is a family member, friend, acquaintance or stranger.

· A child often feels that she/he is to blame for the abuse. The offender may exploit these feelings by using guilt tactics on the child.

· It is common for a child to deny that abuse happened or tell about the abuse and then recant their original statement. If they tell you, restate their original statement to clarify what is being said.  It is rare for children to make false allegations of abuse.

To learn more about the sex offender registry, visit the Colorado Bureau of Investigation’s web site at www.cbi.state.co.us
