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Statement from the Executive Director of the 

Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Tamika Payne

The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault is deeply saddened by the vicious physical and sexual violence the Rodriguez children have endured, as well as, the physical and sexual violence that their mother Karen endured.  The horrifying tactics used by Edward Rodriguez left a mother in a position that no mother would want to be in, choosing the death of her children or their torture.

CCASA is disappointed that the Denver District Court has failed to recognize the abuse, torture and sexual assault that Karen Rodriguez suffered at the hands of Edward Rodriguez, which ultimately lead to the sexual abuse of the children.

Karen Rodriguez, was a women trapped in the vicious cycle of domestic violence, and as many women who find themselves in these situations, her abuser was in total control of her life.  It is a failure of justice to turn a blind eye to the dire circumstances in which Karen found herself.  

CCASA firmly believes that everyone is entitled to live a life free of physical and sexual violence, especially children.  So, with that we must acknowledge the sadistic sexual violence in this family would not have occurred if Edward Rodriquez was not a violent batterer.

CCASA would like to acknowledge the efforts made by all those involved in the case to remove the children from the household and to a place of safety.  I strongly urge the media and public to recognize the intersections of the violence; if Karen had been protected, her children would have been too. 
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