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STATEMENT

The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault is disappointed that a federal judge denied a Temporary Restraining Order or Preliminary Injunction to the Colorado Springs counselor who has refused to give information regarding her confidential communications with a rape victim to a military court judge.

Jennifer Bier, whose client alleges that she was raped by a fellow cadet at the Air Force Academy, sought relief from Federal court after being held in contempt for refusing to release information regarding her client.

“We emphatically, yet respectfully, disagree with Judge Nottingham that the release of this information to a military judge will not cause irreparable harm to the victim,” says Tamika Payne, CCASA’s Executive Director.  
“Only an estimated 16% of victims ever report this crime to law enforcement.  The major reason that victims give for not reporting is fear of loss of privacy.  If a victim believes that what they said to their therapist or the rape crisis center advocate may one day make its way into a court, they may be hesitant to seek the support they need to recover from such a traumatic experience,” says Cynthia Stone, CCASA Media Coordinator. 
Colorado has several laws that protect the privacy of victims of sexual assault including one that makes any communications between a victim and victim advocate confidential. 

“Colorado lawmakers have long understood that making it easier for victims of sexual assault to come forward is an important public safety move.   It appears that the Air Force has yet to come to understand how important confidentiality if they are to stem the tide of sexual assaults within their ranks,” says Stone.
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