The Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Condemns the Dismissal of the

First Lt. Joseph Harding Sexual Assault Trial

Every day across this country, civilian rape trials are conducted in a way that balances the victim’s right to privacy with the defendant’s rights to a fair trial.  Civilian courts have learned that this balance is possible and necessary to obtain justice.

We condemn the dismissal of the sexual assault trial of First Lt. Joseph Harding on the basis that the case cannot go forward without information from the private conversations between the victim, former Air Force Academy cadet Jessica Brakey, and her civilian counselor, Jennifer Bier.  

With this dismissal, the military court is sending a message to sexual assault victims in the military:  You have two choices – seek justice and lose every shred of privacy OR suffer in silence. 
We are also dismayed that the ‘blame’ for this dismissal ins

